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at Hallowell (Maine) ; 1886-90 Instructor in 
French at Harvard College, since which time 
he taught German in the Public High Schools 
and in the Sannett Institute, Boston. He is the 
editor of Freytag's ' Die Journalisten ' (cf. 
Mod. Lang. Notes, vol. v, pp. 123-124) and 
the author of an article, "Recent German 
Publications," published in these columns, 
1890. 

Dr. Julius Goebel, sometime Associate 
Editor for the German department of Mod. 
Lang. Notes, Literary Editor of the Belle- 
tristisches Journal of N .Y ., has been appoint- 
ed Associate Professor of German in the Le- 
land Stanford Junior University, California. 

Prof. L. C16dat (Faculte" des Lettres de 
Lyon, France) has in preparation a phototype 
reproduction of the autograph manuscript of 
the ' Pens^es ' de Pascal, for which he would 
be pleased to receive names of subscribers 
either directly, or through Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Edw. Playfair Anderson was called to Miami 
University (Ohio) at the opening of the present 
Academic year as Professor of French and 
German. Professor Anderson is a graduate 
(1879) of the University of Michigan, where he 
received the doctor's degree in 1886, after a 
special course of two years study. From 
1882-84 he was professor of Latin, French, and 
English Literature in McMinnville College 
(Oregon) ; 1886-87, professor of French and 
German in the Michigan Military Academy ; 
1888-89, professor of English Literature and 
History in Ohio University (Athens) ; 1889- 
90, professor of English Literature and Modern 
Languages in the Michigan Agricultural Col- 
lege. — Professor Anderson has written "What 
Vergil's Eclogues Owe to the Idyls of Theo- 
critus " (Thesis, 1886); frequent articles (both 
signed and unsigned) for the monthly journal, 
the Dial (Chicago) ; the Introduction and 
notes to ' The Best Letters of Madame de 
Se\>igneY which he edited; and in connection 
with Professor Melville B. Anderson he was 
collaborator in the series of American, trans- 
lations entitled Les Grands Ecrivains Fran- 
(ais.' 

S.J. Brun has been appointed Instructor in 
French at Leland Stanford Junior University 
(California). Mr. Brun had his early training 
in the Lycie of Nlmes ; in 1876 he received the 
degree Bachelier is-Sciences at the Faculti 
dcs Sciences of Montpellier ; in 1881-82, was 
Instructor in French at Haverford College 
(Pennsylvania) ; in i882-86,Instructor in French 
in the Cornell University (New York). In 
collaboration with Professor T. F. Crane of 
the latter University, he published ' Tableaux 
de la Revolution Francaise.' 

Ernst Voss has been appointed Instructor in 
German at the University of Michigan. Mr. 



Voss has studied at the Universities of Ros- 
tock and Marburg ; he came to America in 1889; 
in 1890 he presented a paper entitled " Ger- 
man Secondary Schools " before the School- 
masters' Club of Michigan, and has now in 
preparation a monograph on the School system 
of Switzerland. 



OBITUARY. 
BERNHARD TEN BRINK. 

On May 1, 1890, Professor ten Brink entered 
upon his duties as Rector of Strasburg Uni- 
versity for the ensuing year. The address 
which he delivered upon that occasion gave to 
his colleagues an opportunity to test the 
quality of his mind, and it attracted general 
attention and praise. On May 1, 1891, as out- 
going Rector, he spoke fitting words of eulogy 
concerning those teachers in the University 
who had passed away during his term of office. 
On May Day of this year it fell to Rector 
Knapp to voice the universal regret for the 
loss of Professor ten Brink himself. Sunt 
lacrimae rerum. 

Bernhard ten Brink was born at Amsterdam, 
Jan. 12, 1841. He studied Romance philology 
under Diez at Bonn, and received his doctor's 
degree in that department. His teacher in 
English philology was Delius, and this line of 
study soon became his chief interest. After 
serving at Miinster as a privat-docent, and at 
Marburg as assistant professor of English, he 
came in 1873 to the newly revived University 
of Strasburg. He died at Strasburg, Jan. 
29, 1892. Professor Henry Morley gives as the 
full name of Professor ten Brink, Bernhard 
Egidius Conrad ten Brink, and says that he 
died "from poison by the use of an unsafe 
cooking vessel." His death occurred "only 
four days before the date named for his 
daughter's marriage." ('Eng. Writers,' viii, 

P- 415)- 

Professor ten Brink published the following 
works : ' Chaucer Studien ' (1870), ' Geschichte 
der englischen Litteratur' (1. Band, 1877; 2. 
Band, 1. Halfte, 1889), ' Chaucers Sprache und 
Verskunst' (1884), 'Beowulf-Untersuchungen' 
(1888), 'Ueber die Aufgabe der Litteratur- 
geschichte' (Rectoratsrede, Strasburg, 189-1). 
Among his contributions to philological publi- 
cations, I mention only " Ueber den Sommer- 
nachtstraum " in Bd. xiii of the Jahrbuch der 
d. Sh. Gcsellschaft. The- first volume of the 
'Geschichte' has been translated into English ; 
it was published by Holt & Co., and in Bohn's 
Library. A translation of the half-volume of 
1889, specimen pages of which I saw in manu- 
script in that year, is at last announced by 
Holt & Co. as "in preparation." An English 
scholar, W. Clarke Robinson, Ph. D., is the 
translator. — The sketch of Old English (A.-S.) 
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literature for Paul's 'Grundriss' was promised 
for March of this year, and may have been 
nearly completed. — Professor ten Brink's 
lecture notes were systematically arranged, 
and it may be that, through Dr. Levy of 
Strasburg, or some other personal friend, 
some things will now see the light which any 
less exacting writer would have put forth long 
ago. — His death takes away the last one of 
the founders of that valuable series of mono- 
graphs, 'Quellen und Forschungen zur Sprach- 
und Culturgeschichte der germanischen V61- 
ker.' About seventy volumes have appeared 
in the series since its establishment in 1874. 

The eminence of Professor ten Brink in the 
entire domain of English philology, and his 
pre-eminence in those portions 01 the field 
which received his especial attention, are un- 
questioned. In the painstaking thoroughness 
and minute accuracy of his phonetic, linguistic, 
and grammatic investigations, he was not sur- 
passed by any Dryasdust that ever toiled in 
those fields. Professor Kluge, in his history 
of the English language in Paul's ' Grundriss,' 
says of the Chaucer Grammar : 

"Die erste und einzige mittel-englische 
Grammatik von wissenschaftlicher Bedeutung 

ist ten Brinks Chaucer-Grammatik die 

sonst ungekannte Verbindung von germ, und 
roman. Sprachwissenschaft [ist] hier unge- 
wohnlich glucklich und erfolgreich, und die 
Beherrschung samtlicher engl. Sprachperioden 
so gleichmassig und breit, dass diese Leistung 
seit lange mit Recht im Vordergrunde der 
mittel-englischen Studien steht." 

Yet the prime interest of Professor ten Brink 
in the monuments which he studied was liter- 
ary. If in accurate knowledge of the history 
of the English language he had few rivals, in 
acquaintance with the whole field of English 
literature down to the Restoration he perhaps 
had none. And everything that he wrote about 
literature is itself literature. He was never 
guilty of the fundamental absurdity of those 
who write about graceful books awkwardly, 
who contribute reams of harsh and dull writing 
in order to help their readers to an appreci- 
ation of that which is musical and sparkling. 
Every one of his lectures was, as far as possible, 
a work of art. Even the most dry and matter- 
of-fact passages in his books have all the grace 
of form that the subject admits of. The German 
language needs such a master in order to show 
its power. 

Professor ten Brink was at his best in literary 
criticism. Here his broad scholarship, his 
ready sympathy and fine taste, his clear vision 
and firm grasp, and his skill as a writer, all 
came to full expression. 

Personally, Professor ten Brink was most 
genial and kindly, yet always dignified. He 
had an old-school politeness that was charm- 
ing. He desired very much to have his own 
work appreciated ; but he had no petty 
jealousies, and his writings are free from 



bitterness and personality. He said once that 
any man who would read his writings on 
Chaucer, could anticipate many of the Chaucer 
"discoveries" of another professor, but the 
words were spoken without bitterness. A 
mark of character is found in the fact that he 
postponed as long as possible his journey 
through the Cloaca Maxima of our literature, 
the drama of the Restoration, — and in the fact 
that the journey could not be omitted. Pro- 
fessor ten Brink was too exacting to attract 
many students. He demanded perfect work 
from them, and, of course, was never entirely 
satisfied. He belonged to a Catholic family 
and adhered to the faith of his fathers, but was 
a frank critic of the church. A full and inter- 
esting sketch of his personality and work from 
the pen of his pupil and friend, Dr. George 
Hempl, may be found in the April number of 
the Chicago Dial. 

It is a fortunate thing that Professor ten 
Brink took for the subject of his Rector's 
address " The Task of the Historian of Liter- 
ature." I will close this imperfect tribute to 
his memory with a few sentences from this 
address : 

"Unsere AnschauungensindinderRegel viel 
zu complicirt, als dass wir sie auszudriicken 
vermochten ; daher greifen wir eine uns be- 
sonders stark affkirende Seite, ein auffaliges 
Merkmal heraus und diesem geben wir Aus- 
druck in der Hoffnung, dass unser Horer 
gleichfalls von dieser Seite her den Gegen- 
stand am leichtesten zu ergreifen vermogen 
und so— zugleich durch die sinnliche Wirkung 
der Rede unterstiitzt — dahin gelangen werde, 
unsere Anschauung oder doch etwas ihr Aehn- 
liches zu reproduciren." 

"Selten aber oder nie kann der Kiinstler 
den geistigen Stoff [die FabelJ gerade so 
brauchen, wie er sich ihm darbietet; denn 
beinahe niemals entspricht er vollkommen der 
Idee, welche er darin erkennt oder in ihn 
hineinlegt. Da iibt denn der Dichter sein 
Recht, die Fabel seinem Zwecke gemass, d. h. 
in Uebereinstimmtrng mit seiner Idee umzu- 

gestalten Je tiefer, klarer, machtvoller, 

in sich vollendeter diese Personlichkeit [des 
Dichters] ist, desto glficklicher wird die 
Gestaltung, die Umformung der Fabel vor sich 
gehen. Ein unerreichter Meister auf diesem 
Gebiet, weitmehr noch als auf dem der Com- 
position, ist Shakspere, dessen Grosse sieh 
vor allem in der sicheren Intuition offenbart, 
womit er die tragischen Momente einerFabel 
herausfuhlt und herausentwickelt." 

"Was Litteraturgeschichte fiir die litterari- 
sche Production bedeuten konne, zeigt uns vor 
allem die Entwicklung der neueren deutsclien 
Dichtung in dem Verhaltniss Herders zu 
Goethe." 



A. H. Tolman. 



/Upon College. 



192 



